Introduction
Perhaps no other topic in Pauline studies has aroused more discussion and frustration than that of "Paul and the law." The great effort expended on this subject, however, has been justly spent, for as Georg Eichholz rightly notes: "One can hardly understand his [Paul's] theology, if one does not grasp his theology of the Torah."1 But not only is this subject probably the most important one within Pauline studies, it is also almost certainly the most difficult.2 The problem arises from the differing and seemingly contradictory statements that Paul makes about the law.3 This is also true of Paul's comments regarding the function of the law in relation to sin. A straightforward reading of the pertinent texts indicates that the law sometimes reveals to man his sinful condition (Rom. 3:20; 7:7; Gal. 3:19?) in contrast to other passages where the law produces sin in man (Rom. 5:20; 7:5, (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) 1 Cor. 15:56?) . The statement that sin does not exist apart from the law (Rom.
4:15; cf. Rom. 7:8) appears to be in tension with the claim in the immediately following chapter that sin was in the world before the law was given (5:13a). Romans 2 declares judgment upon those who sin without the law (2:12) whereas Romans 5 states that "sin " (p. 228). It is beyond the scope of this paper to describe and evaluate all of Raisanen's observations about Paul and the law. Instead, our concern will be more narrowly focused on just one of the pillars supporting his thesis, namely the contradictions which are claimed to exist in Paul's statements about the relationship between the law and sin. We will begin our study by first presenting Raisanen's justification for concluding that Paul is inconsistent and selfcontradictory in his treatment of the law and sin. We will then subject this conclusion to critical scrutiny by examining in detail the various passages pertinent to this topic. In this way, it will be possible not only to evaluate the conclusions of Rdisdnen but also to comprehend more fully Paul's understanding of the function of the law in relation to sin.
I. AN EXPOSITION OF RAISANEN'S VIEW
A close connection between the law and sin can be found in several passages of Paul's writings: Rom. 3:20; 4:15; 5:13; 5:20; 7:5; [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] Gal. 3:19; and 1 Cor. 15 :56. Raisanen's study of these
